Anatomical and neurochemical peculiarities of the pika retina: basis for lack of circadian rhythm of core temperature.
We have previously reported a complete lack of circadian rhythm in the body temperature of pikas in contrast to other lagomorphs. In this present study, the anatomical and neurochemical findings by immunohistochemical, photo and electron microscopic methods reveal that the photoreceptor system of this animal is poorly developed. This probably explains their stable core body temperature which help them survive in cold temperatures.